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Description :

Prsentation de |'diteurThe previous volume of the Vampire Chronicles, Memnoch the Devil, was called 'a
modern Paradise Lost' by the Washington Post. Taking the Vampire Lestat from fiction into legend, it | eft
him lying in a New Orleans convent, at the edge of death. Magnificent and electrifying, this new volumein
the Vampire Chronicles returns to the glittering story of Armand, mesmerizing leader of the vampire coven
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at the eighteenth-century Theatre des Vampiresin Paris (seductively played by Antonio Banderasin the film
of Interview with the Vampire). Snatched from the steppes of Russiaas a child, and sold asadlavein
Renaissance Venice, Armand's story sweeps through several hundred years, to New Orleans at the end of the
twentieth century, where Lestat lies waiting for immortality, and the legend continues to grow. . . . .. comin
The Vampire Armand, Anne Rice returns to her indomitable Vampire Chronicles and recaptures the gothic
horror and delight she first explored in her classic tale Interview with the Vampire (in which Armand, played
by Antonio Banderas in the film version, made his first appearance as director of the Thtre des Vampires).
The story beginsin the aftermath of Memnoch the Devil. Vampires from all over the globe have gathered
around Lestat, who lies prostrate on the floor of a cathedral. Dead? In acoma? As Armand reflects on
Lestat's condition, heis drawn by David Talbot to tell the story of his own life. The narrative abruptly rushes
back to 15th-century Constantinople, and the Armand of the present recounts the fragmented memories of
his childhood abduction from Kiev. Eventually, heis sold to aVenetian artist (and vampire), Marius. Rice
revelsin descriptions of the sensual relationship between the young and still-mortal Armand and his
vampiric mentor. But when Armand is finally transformed, the tone of the book dramatically shifts. Raw and
sexually explicit scenes are displaced by Armand's introspective quest for aunion of his Russian Orthodox
childhood, his hedonistic life with Marius, and his newly acquired immortality. These final chapters remind
one of the archetypal significance of Rice's vampires; at their best, Armand, Lestat, and Marius offer keen
insights into the most human of concerns. The Vampire Armand isrichly intertextual; readers will relish the
retelling of critical events from Lestat and Louis's narratives. Nevertheless, the novel isvery much Armand's
own tragic tale. Rice deftly integrates the necessary back-story for new readers to enter her epic series, and
the introduction of afew new voices adds a fresh perspective--and the promise of provocative future
installments. --Patrick O'Kelley .com Audiobook reviewDie-hard Anne Rice fanswill enjoy listening to this
unabridged version of her latest installment of The Vampire Chronicles--the tale of the soulful, eternally
young, Botticelli-faced Armand. Reader Jonathan Marosz instills alot of effort aswell as time--a mind-
blowing 16 hours--as he uses severa voices to take us from modern-day New Orleans back through 500
years of history in this bodice ripper without bodices. Marosz deftly handles the anguished conversations,
the bloody feedings, and the ripe homosexual eroticathat is bound to turn ears red. Familiarity with Rice's
earlier Vampire Chronicles works will help; new Vampire Chronicles listeners may find themselves hitting
rewind frequently asthey try to discern dialogue, character relationships, and history. (Running time: 16
hours, 10 cassettes) --Kimberly Heinrichs



