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before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The Summer Book: 

Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurThe Summer Book 'TOVE JANSSON' WITH A FOREWORD BY ESTHER FREUD 
An elderly artist and her six-year-old grand-daughter while away a summer together on a tiny island in the 

gulf of Finland. As the two learn to adjust to each other's fears, whims and yearnings, a fierce yet 
understated love emerges - one that encompasses not only the summer inhabitants but the very island itself. 

Written in a clear, unsentimental style, full of brusque humour, and wisdom, The Summer Book is a 
profoundly life-affirming story. Tove Jansson captured much of her own life and spirit in the book, which 

was her favourite of her adult novels. This new edition, with a Foreword by Esther Freud, sees the return of a 
European literary gem - fresh, authentic and deeply humane. New and beautifully presented edition of a 

Scandinavian literary classic by Finland's most translated author should appeal to all ages dissolving 
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boundaries between fiction, biography and travel.Revue de presse"The Summer Book is a marvellously 
uplifting read, full of gentle humour and wisdom. -- Daily Telegraph, 24 May 2003 Justine Picardie 

(extract)"A marvellous book. The prose is sublime: plain, but not oppressively so. -- Independent on Sunday, 
11 May 2003, Murrough OBrien (extract)"Few books since Robinson Crusoe have evoked the joys of island 

living so powerfully as this Finnish novella. -- The Observer, PAPERBACK OF THE WEEK, 15 June 
2003A wonderful novel to devour in the sunshine . . . full of charm and character. -- The Independent, 50 
BEST BOOKS FOR SUMMER, 28 June 2003, Benedicte PageAn odd but beautiful novel which blends 

humour and poetry with detailed observation of tiny things. -- Daily Mail, 30 May 2003, Georgia 
MetcalfeEvery so often, a book is published that captures something in us. . . . The Summer Book is one of 

those. -- The Daily Telegraph, 28 June 2003, Rachel SimhonIt's hard to describe the astonishing 
achievement of Jansson's artistry . . . a perfection of the small, quiet read. -- The Guardian, BOOK OF THE 
WEEK, 12 July 2003, Ali SmithJansson was a genius, a woman of profound wisdom and great artistry, and 
this is a book to treasure. --The Guardian, HOLIDAY READING, 28 June 2003, Philip PullmanPrsentation 
de l'diteurThe Summer Book 'TOVE JANSSON' WITH A FOREWORD BY ESTHER FREUD An elderly 

artist and her six-year-old grand-daughter while away a summer together on a tiny island in the gulf of 
Finland. As the two learn to adjust to each other's fears, whims and yearnings, a fierce yet understated love 

emerges - one that encompasses not only the summer inhabitants but the very island itself. Written in a clear, 
unsentimental style, full of brusque humour, and wisdom, The Summer Book is a profoundly life-affirming 

story. Tove Jansson captured much of her own life and spirit in the book, which was her favourite of her 
adult novels. This new edition, with a Foreword by Esther Freud, sees the return of a European literary gem - 
fresh, authentic and deeply humane. New and beautifully presented edition of a Scandinavian literary classic 

by Finland's most translated author should appeal to all ages dissolving boundaries between fiction, 
biography and travel. 


