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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurThe standard reference on historical swordsmanship since its 1885 publication, this 
volume is still widely considered the definitive work on fencing history and the art of European 

swordsmanship. The author, Egerton Castle, traces fencing from its roots in the unschooled brawling of the 
Middle Ages to its latter-day precision and refinement, focusing particularly on the 16th-century 

development of the rapier and the weapon's popularity in Renaissance Italy, where Italian masters founded 
the modern art of swordsmanship.Envisioning the history of the sword as a history of humanity, the author 
proposes that the changes in modes of fencing corresponded to changes in manners. The rough, untutored 

fighting of the Middle Ages, for example, mirrored the supremacy of brute force in social and political life. 
The more subtle Renaissance era led to the ascendancy of the rapier and dagger, weapons of vicious 

elegance rather than sturdy brutality. Subsequent years saw a dwindling incidence of dueling, the decline of 
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the sword to an article of gentlemen's apparel, and the reduction of swordsmanship to a courtly 
accomplishment akin to dancing."The subject is full of interest," the author notes in his Introduction, "not 

only for the fencer who looks upon his favourite pastime as a science, but also in a high degree for the 
novelist, the painter, the actor, and the antiquarian." All will welcome the return of this abundantly 

illustrated and long-out-of-print work. 


