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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurNumber One bestselling author Mike Gayle returns with this wickedly observed novel 
about modern relationships: does Mr Irresponsible have what it takes to become Mr Commitment?Duffy is 

engaged. He accepted Mel's proposal. But the trips to IKEA, dinner parties for couples and talk of babies are 
giving him itchy feet and now he's not sure if he can say goodbye to his extended adolescence and face up to 
that final walk down the aisle.How does he know if she's The One? Can he cope with responsibility? Does 

he have what it takes to become Mr Commitment? Because if he doesn't, he may just find that he's lost Mel - 
forever...From Publishers WeeklyBritish magazine writer Gayle, author of the U.K. bestseller My Legendary 

Girlfriend, makes his American fiction debut with his second novel, the breezy tale of a young Londoner 
fearfully contemplating the leap from boyfriend to husband. Aspiring stand-up comic Benjamin Duffy 

suffers from a typical single-male afflictionDan extreme aversion to marriage. When Mel, his girlfriend of 
four years, presses him to make the proverbial commitment, Duffy wavers and spends the rest of the book 
trying to figure out whether he's the marrying kind. It takes a while for the author to establish a good pace 
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and to capitalize on the potential of his comedian-protagonist's entertaining viewpoint, but the book takes off 
the moment Mel realizes Duffy is not genuinely ready to get married, and they break up. Duffy's ensuing 

forays into the dating world with "TV's Hottest Totty," an amusingly portrayed television personality named 
Alexa, bring the plight of today's single male hilariously to life. Duffy's jealous reactions to Mel's new 
boyfriend are laugh-out-loud funny, and Gayle skillfully captures the on-again, off-again patterns of 

contemporary relationships. Gayle's hero will undoubtedly be called a male Bridget Jones, and while the 
novel is not quite as sharp as Helen Fielding's trend-setting tale, it does offer up a winning portrayal of a 

man who, with humor, humility and a genuine gift for caring, finally grows up. Author tour. (Jan.) Copyright 
2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.BooklistAt 28, Ben Duffy still lives with his friend in a slovenly 

London flat, temps at an office while trying to launch a sputtering stand-up comedy career, and sits idly by 
as his relationship with Mel remains stuck in neutral. To Duffy, everything is perfect, but then Mel proposes 

marriage, and Duffy (for once) must make a decision: Grow up or lose the love of his life forever. Duffy, 
naturally, decides to lose Mel forever. He agrees to marriage, but during a trip to IKEA, Duffy's ambivalence 

toward the impending nuptials is exposed, and Mel stalks off--for good. On Duffy's journey back, he 
discovers the value of commitment and the inevitability of change and also has a brief love affair with "TV's 

Hottest Totty." In this, his second novel, Gayle brings the same wry wit and hilarious plot twists that have 
earned him comparisons to Nick Hornby. Gayle's insights into relationships can be trite, but the sheer 

hilarity of Duffy's desperate attempts to cling to his pathetic life will amuse and enlighten both 
commitmentphiles and commitmentphobes. John GreenCopyright American Library Association. All rights 

reserved 


