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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurHow is this book unique?Unabridged (100% Original content)Formatted for e-
readerFont adjustments biography includedlllustratedAbout Little Women by Louisa May Alcott Little
Women isanovel by American author Louisa May Alcott (18321888), which was originally published in
two volumes in 1868 and 1869. Alcott wrote the books rapidly over several months at the request of her
publisher. The novel followsthe lives of four sistersMeg, Jo, Beth, and Amy Marchdetailing their passage
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from childhood to womanhood, and is loosely based on the author and her three sisters. Little Women was
an immediate commercial and critical success, and readers demanded to know more about the characters.
Alcott quickly completed a second volume (entitled Good Wivesin the United Kingdom, although this name
derived from the publisher and not from Alcott). It was also successful. The two volumes were issued in
1880 in asingle work entitled Little Women. Alcott also wrote two sequels to her popular work, both of
which also featured the March sisters: Little Men (1871) and Jo's Boys (1886). Although Little Women was
anovel for girls, it differed notably from the current writings for children, especially girls. The novel
addressed three major themes: "domesticity, work, and true love, all of them interdependent and each
necessary to the achievement of its heroine'sindividual identity.” Little Women "has been read as aromance
or asaquest, or both. It has been read as a family drama that validates virtue over wealth", but also "asa
means of escaping that life by women who knew its gender constraints only too well".[6]:34 According to
Sarah Elbert, Alcott created anew form of literature, one that took elements from Romantic children's fiction
and combined it with others from sentimental novels, resulting in atotally new format. Elbert argued that
within Little Women can be found the first vision of the "All-American girl" and that her multiple aspects
are embodied in the differing March sisters. The book has been adapted for film twice as silent films, and
four times with sound, in 1933, 1949, 1978 and 1994. Four television series were made, including two in
Britain in the 1950s and two anime series in Japan in the 1980s. A musical version opened on Broadway in
2005. An American operaversion in 1998 has been performed internationally and filmed for broadcast on
UStelevision in 2001.ExtraitPlaying Pilgrims’Christmas won't be Christmas without any
presents,"grumbled Jo, lying on the rug."It's so dreadful to be poor!"sighed Meg, looking down at her old
dress."| don't think it'sfair for some girls to have lots of pretty things, and other girls nothing at all,” added
little Amy, with an injured sniff."We've got father and mother, and each other, anyhow,"said Beth,
contentedly, from her corner.The four young faces on which the firelight shone brightened at the cheerful
words, but darkened again as Jo said sadly?*'We haven't got father, and shall not have him for along time."
She didn't say "perhaps never,"but each silently added it, thinking of father far away, where the fighting
was.Nobody spoke for a minute; then Meg said in an altered tone, "Y ou know the reason mother proposed
not having any presents this Christmas, was because it's going to be a hard winter for every one; and she
thinks we ought not to spend money for pleasure, when our men are suffering so in the army. We can't do
much, but we can make our little sacrifices, and ought to do it gladly. But | am afraid | don't;"and Megshook
her head, as she thought regretfully of all the pretty things she wanted."But | don't think the little we should
spend would do any good. We've each got adollar, and the army wouldn't be much helped by our giving
that. | agree not to expect anything from mother or you, but I do want to buy Undine and Sintram for myself;
I've wanted it so long,'said Jo, who was a bookworm."| planned to spend mine in new music,"said Beth, with
alittle sigh, which no one heard but the hearth-brush and kettle-holder.”| shall get a nice box of Faber's
drawing pencils; | realy need them," said Amy, decidedly."Mother didn't say anything about our money, and
she won't wish usto give up everything. Let's each buy what we want, and have alittle fun; I'm sure we grub
hard enough to earn it,"cried Jo, examining the heels of herboots in a gentlemanly manner."l know | do,
teaching those dreadful children nearly all day, when I'm longing to enjoy myself at home," began Meg, in
the complaining tone again."Y ou don't have half such ahard time as| do," said Jo. "How would you like to
be shut up for hours with a nervous, fussy old lady, who keeps you trotting, is never satisfied, and worries
you till you"e ready to fly out of the window or box her ears?'"It's naughty to fret, but I do think washing
dishes and keeping things tidy is the worst work in the world. It makes me cross; and my hands get so stiff, |
can't practise good abit." And Beth looked at her rough hands with a sigh that any one could hear that
time."l don't believe any of you suffer as| do,” cried Amy; "for you don't have to go to school with
impertinent girls, who plague you if you don't know your lessons, and laugh at your dresses, and label your
father if heisn't rich, and insult you when your nose isn't nice.""If you mean libel I'd say so, and not talk
about labels, asif pawas a pickle-bottle," advised Jo, laughing.From School Library Journal Grade 7-12-
LouisaMay Alcott's story about the four March sisters who learn the hard lessons of poverty and of growing
up in New England during the Civil War.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.



