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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurBeloved and bestselling author Alexander McCall Smith lends his delightful touch to
the Austen classic, Emma.lt's comfort reading at its most soothing IndependentPrepare to meet a young
woman who thinks she knows everything.Fresh from university, Emma Woodhouse triumphantly arrives
home in Norfolk ready to embark on adult life with a splash. Not only has her sister, Isabella, been whisked
away on amotorcycle up to London, but her astute governess, Miss Taylor is at aloose end, abandoned in
the giant family pile, Hartfield, alongside Emmas anxiety-ridden father. Someone is needed to rule the roost
and young Emma is more than happy to oblige.As she gets her fledging design business off the ground, there
is plenty to delight her in the buzzing little village of Highbury. At the helm of her own dinner parties and
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instructing her new little protge, Harriet Smith, Emmareigns forth. But there is only one person who can
play with Emmas indestructible confidence, her old friend and inscrutable neighbour George Knightley this
time has Emmafinally met her match?Y ou dont have to be in London to go to parties, find amusement or
make trouble. Not if youre Emma, the very big fish in the rather small pond. But for a young woman who
knows everything, Emmahas alot to learn about herself.Ever alive to the uproarious nuances of human
behaviour, and both the pleasures and pitfalls of village life, beloved author Alexander McCall Smiths
Emmais the busybody we all know and love, and a true modern delight..frATTENTION : Lareliure de ce
livre est "Rough Cut" c'est pourquoi les bords sont mal coupes. Ce n'est pas quel que sorte de dfaut de
fabrication, c'est plutt une sorte de reliure utilise pour donner un aspect ancien aux livres..comOf al Jane
Austen's heroines, Emma Woodhouse is the most flawed, the most infuriating, and, in the end, the most
endearing. Pride and Prejudice's Lizzie Bennet has more wit and sparkle; Catherine Morland in Northanger
Abbey more imagination; and Sense and Sensibility's Elinor Dashwood certainly more sense--but Emmais
lovable precisely because sheis so imperfect. Austen only completed six novelsin her lifetime, of which
five feature young women whose chances for making a good marriage depend greatly on financial issues,
and whose prospectsiif they fail are rather grim. Emmais the exception: "Emma Woodhouse, handsome,
clever, and rich, with a comfortable home and happy disposition seemed to unite some of the best blessings
of existence; and had lived nearly twenty-one years in the world with very little to distress or vex her." One
may be tempted to wonder what Austen could possibly find to say about so fortunate a character. The answer
is, quite alot. For Emma, raised to think well of herself, has such a high opinion of her own worth that it
blinds her to the opinions of others. The story revolves around a comedy of errors: Emma befriends Harriet
Smith, ayoung woman of unknown parentage, and attempts to remake her in her own image. Ignoring the
gaping difference in their respective fortunes and stations in life, Emma convinces herself and her friend that
Harriet should look as high as Emma herself might for a husband--and she zeroes in on an ambitious vicar as
the perfect match. At the same time, she reads too much into aflirtation with Frank Churchill, the newly
arrived son of family friends, and thoughtlessly starts arumor about poor but beautiful Jane Fairfax, the
beloved niece of two genteelly impoverished elderly ladiesin the village. As Emma’s fantastically misguided
schemes threaten to surge out of control, the voice of reason is provided by Mr. Knightly, the Woodhouse's
longtime friend and neighbor. Though Austen herself described Emma as "a heroine whom no one but
myself will much like," she endowed her creation with enough charm to see her through her most egregious
behavior, and the saving grace of being able to learn from her mistakes. By the end of the novel Harriet,
Frank, and Jane are al properly accounted for, Emmais wiser (though certainly not sadder), and the reader
has had the satisfaction of enjoying Jane Austen at the height of her powers. --Alix Wilber



