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Description :  Description du produitEnormously popular and widely read pamphlet, first published in 
January of 1776, clearly and persuasively argues for American separation from Great Britain and paves the 

way for the Declaration of Independence. Credited with having changed the minds of many, the highly 
influential landmark document attacks the monarchy, cites the evils of government and combines idealism 

with practical economic concerns.
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formattedOriginal Unabridged EditionAuthor Biography includedIllustrated versionCommon Sense is a 
pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in 177576 that inspired people in the Thirteen Colonies to declare and 

fight for independence from Great Britain in the summer of 1776. The pamphlet explained the advantages of 
and the need for immediate independence in clear, simple language. It was published anonymously on 

January 10, 1776, at the beginning of the American Revolution, and became an immediate sensation. It was 
sold and distributed widely and read aloud at taverns and meeting places. Washington had it read to all his 

troops, which at the time were surrounding the British army in Boston. In proportion to the population of the 
colonies at that time (2.5 million), it had the largest sale and circulation of any book published in American 

history. As of 2006, it remains the all-time best selling American title. Common Sense presented the 
American colonists with an argument for freedom from British rule at a time when the question of whether 

or not to seek independence was the central issue of the day. Paine wrote and reasoned in an easily 
understood style. Forgoing the philosophical and Latin references used by Enlightenment era writers, he 

structured Common Sense as if it were a sermon, relying on biblical references to make his case. He 
connected independence with common dissenting Protestant beliefs as a means to present a distinctly 

American political identity. Historian Gordon S. Wood described Common Sense as "the most incendiary 
and popular pamphlet of the entire revolutionary era".ExtraitOf the Origin and Design of Government in 

General. With Concise Remarks on the English ConstitutionSome writers have so confounded society with 
government, as to leave little or no distinction between them; whereas they are not only different, but have 

different origins. Society is produced by our wants, and government by our wickedness; the former promotes 
our happiness positively by uniting our affections, the latter negatively by restraining our vices. The one 
encourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions. The first is a patron, the last a punisher.Society in 
every state is a blessing, but government even in its best state is but a necessary evil; in its worst state an 

intolerable one; for when we suffer, or are exposed to the same miseries by a government, which we might 
expect in a country without government, our calamities are heightened by reflecting that we furnish the 

means by which we suffer. Government, like dress, is the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of kings are 
built on the ruins of the bowers of paradise. For were the impulses of conscience clear, uniform, and 

irresistibly obeyed, man would need no other lawgiver; but that not being the case, he finds it necessary to 
surrender up a part of his property to furnish means for the protection of the rest; and this he is induced to do 

by the same prudence which in every other case advises him out of two evils to choose the least.From 
AudioFileThomas Paine alienated his British countrymen by championing the American and French 

Revolutions. In fact, he ended up alienating the Americans and French, too--but not before publishing 
passionate and influential writings that still stir hearts and minds. His pamphlet COMMON SENSE (1776) 

provided a concise, plain-language rationale for America's break with the mother country. It still makes 
valuable reading. Narrator George Vafiadis captures the essay's passion and sincerity, but skimps on the 

meaning. He has so wrapped himself up in an orator's mannerisms that he leaves little room for the sense of 
COMMON SENSE, aside from marking the punctuation. Y.R. AudioFile 2003, Portland, Maine-- Copyright 

AudioFile, Portland, Maine 


