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Par Sophie Kinsella, Madeleine 
Wickham : Cocktails For Three  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Cocktails For Three: 

Description :  Description du produitAt the first of every month, when the office has reached its pinnacle of 
hysteria, Maggie, Roxanne, and Candice meet at London's swankiest bar for an evening of cocktails and 

gossip. Here, they chat about what's new in their lives and what's new at The Londoner, the glossy fashion 
magazine where they all work. But beneath the girl talk and the laughter, each of the three has something to 

hide: High-achiever Maggie is pregnant, and terrified at the prospect of becoming a mother; glamorous 
Roxanne is losing hope that her secret lover will leave his wife; and kindhearted Candice cannot escape the 
guilty secret that as pursued her since childhood.When a chance encounter at the cocktail bar sets in motion 

an extraordinary chain of events, their lives quickly spin out of control and their friendship is stretched to the 
limit. Suddenly Maggie, Roxanne, and Candice must face their fears and troubles alone, and it is only a 

matter of time before one of them snaps.
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Prsentation de l'diteurThree women, smart and successful, working in the fast and furious world of 
magazines, meet for cocktails and gossip once a month.Roxanne: glamorous, self-confident, with a secret 
lover - and hoping that one day he will leave his wife and marry her.Maggie:capable and high-achieving, 
until she finds the one thing she can't cope with - motherhood.Candice:honest, decent, or so she believes - 
until a ghost from her past turns up, and almost ruins her life.A chance encounter in the cocktail bar sets in 

train an extraordinary set of events which upsets all their lives and almost destroys their 
friendship....co.ukCocktails for Three focuses equally on three different women, and on their friendship, 

unlike many books aimed at twentysomething and thirtysomething females. It is not told in the first person, 
thus avoiding solipsistic navel-gazing about the lack of decent men and their early-life crises. This is enough 
to make it stand out from the mass of "women-friendly" novels that crowd the marketplace with their pink 
book jackets and lurid strap-lines (unfortunately, its book jacket would have you think otherwise, but don't 

be put off). Wickham cleverly puts herself in turn into the shoes of Maggie, Roxanne and Candice, exploring 
their contrasting lives and outlooks. All three appear incredibly successful in their glamorous careers 
working for a glossy magazine (perhaps in order to up the typical aspirational stakes of this genre). 

However, they harbour other facets: the diffidence and depression of the new mother; the hidden grief and 
yearning of the mistress; and the guilt and idealism of the daughter attempting to right her late father's 

wrongs. Heather, the fourth woman who plays a pivotal role in the plot, is never given her own voice or 
viewpoint, but instead is judged and discussed by the others, which does mean her eventual character 

resolution is somewhat predictable. Yet these elements of predictability in the characterisations and plot 
detail act as a catalyst for a series of events that are less predictable and are thus both satisfying and moving. 
Along the way, Wickham successfully tackles death, birth, guilt and romantic love with a depth of emotion 

that does credit to her ability to localise these universal themes without trivialising them. Cocktails for Three 
blends familiar ingredients with a few sharp twists to create an exhilarating mix. Olivia Dickinson From 
Publishers WeeklyMaggie, Roxanne and Candice, the heroines of Wickham's latest Brit romp, are three 

successful women in their early 30s working in the editorial office of the Londoner, a magazine enjoying a 
circulation renaissance. They meet on the first of every month at the Manhattan Bar, a posh lounge that 

caters to clientele sporting Prada bags. There, Wickham serves up a healthy dose of good-natured witticisms 
mixed with biting retorts as the trio bonds over adultery, pregnancy jitters and guilt. Freelancer Roxanne 

secretly dates an unknown referred to by the women as Mr. Married while jet-setting to Cypress and other 
foreign locales on a regular basis. Meanwhile, Maggie's stuck at home in the country on pregnancy leave 

from her position as editor. It is kindhearted reporter Candice, however, who is in for serious trouble. When 
she recognizes a waitress at the Manhattan Bar as Heather Trelawney, whose family was ruined by Candice's 

father, Candice decides to make amends. When Heather applies for a job as editorial assistant at the 
magazine, Candice supplies her with a writing sample of her own, landing her a job over 300 other 

applicants. Not heeding her friends' advice to leave well enough alone, Candice continues to extend herself 
beyond normal bounds of generosity and is surprised to discover in the end she's been duped and betrayed by 

Heather. In a predictable climax, Wickham delivers a nicely sewn up ending with each of the character's 
problems resolved, although none all that happily. Readers desiring a chatty, neatly told tale will be 

delighted by the author's deft handling of character development and drama. Copyright 2001 Cahners 
Business Information, Inc. 


