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Description :  Description du produitAlan Turing (1912 - 1954) was a British mathematician who made 
history: His breaking of the German U-boat Enigma cipher in World War II ensured Allied-American 

control of the Atlantic. But Turing's vision went far beyond the desperate wartime struggle. Already in the 
1930s he had defined the concept of the universal machine, which underpins the computer revolution. In 

1945 he was a pioneer of electronic computer design. But Turing's true goal was the scientific understanding 
of the mind, brought out in the drama and wit of the famous "Turing test" for machine intelligence, and his 

prophecy for the twenty-first century. Drawn into the cockpit of world events and the forefront of 
technological innovation, Alan Turing was also an innocent and unpretentious gay man trying to live in a 
society that criminalized him. In 1952, he revealed his homosexuality and was forced to participate in a 

humiliating treatment program, and was ever after regarded as a security risk. His suicide in 1954 remains 
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one of the many enigmas in an astonishing life story. "As vivid a picture as one could hope for a most 
complex and intriguing man," says Douglas Hofstadter, author of Gdel, Escher, Bach. Both a compelling 
narrative and a work of scholarship, Alan Turing: The Enigma is the definitive biography of one of the 

greatest minds of the modern world.

Prsentation de l'diteurThe official book behind the Academy Award-winning film The Imitation Game, 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Keira Knightley Alan Turing was the mathematician whose cipher-
cracking transformed the Second World War. Taken on by British Intelligence in 1938, as a shy young 

Cambridge don, he combined brilliant logic with a flair for engineering. In 1940 his machines were breaking 
the Enigma-enciphered messages of Nazi Germanys air force. He then headed the penetration of the super-
secure U-boat communications. But his vision went far beyond this achievement. Before the war he had 

invented the concept of the universal machine, and in 1945 he turned this into the first design for a digital 
computer.Turing's far-sighted plans for the digital era forged ahead into a vision for Artificial Intelligence. 

However, in 1952 his homosexuality rendered him a criminal and he was subjected to humiliating treatment. 
In 1954, aged 41, Alan Turing took his own life..comAlan Turing died in 1954, but the themes of his life 

epitomize the turn of the millennium. A pure mathematician from a tradition that prided itself on its 
impracticality, Turing laid the foundations for modern computer science, writes Andrew Hodges: Alan had 

proved that there was no "miraculous machine" that could solve all mathematical problems, but in the 
process he had discovered something almost equally miraculous, the idea of a universal machine that could 
take over the work of any machine. During World War II, Turing was the intellectual star of Bletchley Park, 

the secret British cryptography unit. His work cracking the German's Enigma machine code was, in many 
ways, the first triumph of computer science. And Turing died because his identity as a homosexual was 

incompatible with cold-war ideas of security, implemented with machines and remorseless logic: "It was his 
own invention, and it killed the goose that laid the golden eggs." Andrew Hodges's remarkable insight 

weaves Turing's mathematical and computer work with his personal life to produce one of the best 
biographies of our time, and the basis of the Derek Jacobi movie Breaking the Code. Hodges has the 

mathematical knowledge to explain the intellectual significance of Turing's work, while never losing sight of 
the human and social picture: In this sense his life belied his work, for it could not be contained by the 

discrete state machine. At every stage his life raised questions about the connection (or lack of it) between 
the mind and the body, thought and action, intelligence and operations, science and society, the individual 
and history. And Hodges admits what all biographers know, but few admit, about their subjects: "his inner 
code remains unbroken." Alan Turing is still an enigma. --Mary Ellen CurtinRevue de presse"One of the 

finest scientific biographies Ive ever read: authoritative, superbly researched, deeply sympathetic and 
beautifully told" (Sylvia Nasar, author of A Beautiful Mind)"Andrew Hodges' book is of exemplary 

scholarship and sympathy. Intimate, perceptive and insightful, its also the most readable biography Ive 
picked up in some time" (Time Out)"A first-rate presentation of the life of a first-rate scientific mind" (New 

York Times Book )"One of the finest scientific biographies ever written" (New Yorker)"A first-rate 
presentation of the life of a first-rate scientific mindit is hard to imagine a more thoughtful and warm 

biography than this one" (Douglas Hofstadter New York Times Book ) 


